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December, 1906 The modern tendency of Medicine, Mr. President, is toward materialism; we have no more right
to deny the in?uences of the unseen, because they are beyond our ken, than we have to deny the Vital Principle
in life; we understand neither, but we must believe the ample evidences of the existence of both. Their union
makes up the sum of our being, and on both we are dependent. Ideals not only exist in men s minds, but they
inspire their acts; since the world be gan the lives of heroes have led the people; the recorded deeds of great
men; either real or mythical, whether in this world or in the spheres to which beliefs attached them, have been
the signs which mark the paths we take; the darkest days of history are lit with beacon lights, which beam upon
us yet, and in the days of myth, in pre-enlight ened times, whether the tales were of physi cal origin or whether
they were songs by Which the wandering bards beguiled the weary hours, the old heroes that they sung about
were to the people prototypes of honor and of wisdom, and even of iniquity; when Jove and Apollo were
worshipped as gods, and The Fates human destinies spun; when the Cestus of Venus brought passion and war,
and Valkyries beckoned the heroes home in the land of the mid-night sun. Then a erward when truth and
legend met; when to the vices or the virtues of men were add ed the anger or the pleasure of the gods; when
giant deeds were daily boasts and round each...
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