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passing of every century seems to have come the dawn of a new era, and each succeeding one, as it slowly rolls
around, goes down into history to be referred to by all future generations by that title which best describes its
dominant note, race, or most characteristic achievement. So with the birth of the Nineteenth Century sprang
into life a new race, the race of inventors, destined in turn to bring about the most romantic and epochal era of
civilized man. The Era of Invention. Certainly prior to that time there existed no such race. To the centuries that
went before, the word invention had little meaning. True, there was a straggling handful of progenitors who
came before, but this virile and scattered few followed for the most part discursive careers, and the reward for
their e orts came in the form of bitterest contempt or persecution at the hands of their contemporaries. They
were iconoclasts, thought to be, in many instances, emissaries of Satan himself. Their discouragements were of
a nature calculated to destroy all hope, and to snu  out even the last flickering flame of genius. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is
a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally
reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In
rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition.
We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any...
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