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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: .mind. This may be readily seen in the thirty colour prints by
Hiroshige, and the hundred views of this mountain by Hokusai. The cherry and plum blossoms, emblems of the
beauty and purity of spring, are also intimately associated with the life and the ornament of the people. It is this
literal treatment of natural types, the marvellous technique, and especially the significance of the forms chosen,
that constitutes the charm of the earlier Japanese art. It is singular that the materials used by the Japanese
should be of little intrinsic value. Having no jewellery, they use little of the precious metals; iron, bronze,
enamels, clay, wood, and lac being the chief materials utilized in the decorative arts of Japan. Bronze is one of
the earliest materials used in the arts of Japan, and their large statue of Buddha at Kamakura, cast in A.D. 748,
rests upon a lotus flower with fifty-six petals, 10 ft. by 6 ft., and the height from base to top of figure is 63 ft.
Pottery made but little development until the 13th century, when a coloured earthenware, having but little
decoration, was produced at Seto, in Owari, and it was not until 1513 that porcelain was introduced from China
into Arita, by Shondzui; and at the commencement of the 17th century a fine porcelain, decorated with birds
and flowers in blue, red, and gold, now known as Old Japan or Old Hizen, was produced. Kioto, Seto, and
Arita...
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